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2018 MINUTES OF THE MONTANA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

Date: 5 October 2018
Location: Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center, Great Falls
Members present: John Carlson, Josh Covill, Coburn Currier, Tom Forwood, Ed Harper, Craig 
Hohenberger, Nate Kohler, Rose Leach (Chair), John Parker, Kate Stone
Members absent: Jeff Marks, Ted Nordhagen, Forrest Rowland
Past members present: None.
Nonmembers present: None.
Approval of 2017 Minutes: Motioned by Ed, seconded by John. All approved.

Action Items from 2017: Jeff contacted each observer who submitted a report and informed them of 
the voting outcome. Jeff also invited Janet Ellis of Montana Audubon to join our Yahoo site to 
download the reports and photos for the archives, and sent an edited version of the 2017 spreadsheet 
to Bryce Maxell at the Montana Natural Heritage Program (MNHP) so that accepted records can 
appear in their MapViewer database, and posted the 2017 Minutes and Annual Report on the 
Montana Bird Advocacy’s (MBA) Web site.

Introductions: Welcome to new Committee member Tom Forwood Jr. Members gave updates of 
their past year, with emphases on birding activities.

Evaluation of records: Reports and supporting documentation were posted on our Yahoo site, and 
the Committee evaluated reports in one round of voting from late August to late September. We 
reviewed 27 reports that included 22 species and one hybrid; all but six reports were accompanied 
by photographs or vocal evidence. We rejected four reports, two of which were accompanied by 
photos. One report with photos, for a Rufous-collared Sparrow, was rejected because it is extremely 
unlikely that the bird arrived in North America on its own (e.g., plumage characters suggested it 
belonged to a non-migratory subspecies). We are in the process of revising our notion what belongs 
on the Supplemental List and how it relates to birds of unknown provenance (see below). The 
Rufous-collared Sparrow perhaps will be placed on the Supplemental List after we have modified 
the Bylaws to accommodate our new notion of the list. 

It is noteworthy that 2018 was the second year that we reviewed fewer than 30 reports, last year 
being the first. Highlights included Montana’s 1st record of Black Vulture, 2nd record of Eastern 
Meadowlark, and 4th record of White-tailed Kite. The three records of Bewick’s Wren were 
significant because this species, which appears to be expanding its range northward, had not been 
reported since 2015.

Nate’s “a” vote for Gray-cheeked Thrush (2018-001) prompted discussion on how we treat audio 
records in the bylaws. Kate will provide a synopsis of current state-of-the-audio monitoring and 
develop a proposal for members to discuss, including checking with other records committees that 
may have dealt with these types of records already. 

Discussion on Yellow-bellied Sapsucker records centered on how we vote when questions exist 
about hybrid origins. Record 2018-002 appeared to be more likely a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and 
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was accepted as such. Record 2018-025 was rejected because we were unable to determine if the 
bird was a hybrid, particularly given the location and date of the occurrence. We concluded that this 
particular bird should remain unidentified.

All agreed on the identification of the Rufous-collared Sparrow, which made the rejection 
uncomfortable for some. Coburn provided an example of potential categories to expand our 
Supplemental List to further categorize the many types of observations currently labeled as 
“Supplemental”. Coburn will develop a proposal for the Committee to discuss. The sparrow will 
remain as “B,” but the record will be revisited upon completion of the discussion on the supplemental 
categories.

We had a short discussion on the rejected Whooping Crane report. John C. recalled observations 
from FWP biologists in spring 2018, documented with a photo and will follow up to find that photo and 
get submission of a rare bird report. 

The White-tailed Kite was the farthest east record for this species. The write-up was rather spare, 
but the description of the bird’s behavior was very good. The report for the Connecticut Warbler was 
rejected because the description was not adequate.

Coburn asked why we voted on the report of a hybrid meadowlark. This report (and these types of 
reports) may be more appropriate for eBird review (if submitted to eBird). Report was accepted as a 
hybrid meadowlark, but it will be reconsidered upon completion of Supplemental List proposal and 
discussion. All agreed that this record will not be added to the list of birds of Montana, but further 
discussion is needed to discuss how the committee will address records of hybrids, either in the 
supplemental list or via changes in bylaws.

MBRC membership: The Committee remains at maximum size with 13 members.

Official State List: The State List is 434 species with the addition of Black Vulture. Following 
publication of the 59th supplement to the AOS checklist in July, Jeff revised the State List, which 
involved re-arranging the linear sequence of several species and changing the English name of the 
Gray Jay to Canada Jay. The current State List, Review List, Supplemental List, and other 
material related to the MBRC continue to be on the MBA Web site at https://
www.montanabirdadvocacy.org/mbrc/

Review List: In an email message dated 27 August, Jeff proposed expanding the exception area for 
the Great-tailed Grackle such that no report will be needed for sightings in QLL 46A. Previously, the 
exception area was confined to QLL 37C. Motion passed unanimously via email vote 72 hours 
later, with all 13 people voting.

With the acceptance of single records in 2017 and 2018, we now have 22 records of Golden-
crowned Sparrow. Jeff proposed we remove this rather easily identified species from the Review 
List. Motion passed unanimously.

Tom will develop proposal to address Chukar occurrences in Beaverhead County. 
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Old reports reconsidered: None. 

Bylaws discussion: Further discussion and proposal regarding refinement of the Supplemental List 
will be forthcoming.

eBird discussion: The review queue tended to be manageable in 2018, often hovering around 200 
reports, which is a big improvement over last year. Reviewers are reminded that filters should be set 
to 0 for Review Species!

Ask Dan Casey to change map to reflect new reviewers. Josh noted additional confirmation errors 
coming from the Rocky Mountain Front review area, and we will address reviewer needs for that area. 
Tom will monitor the Rocky Mountain Front and Josh will monitor Glacier Co. Discussions will 
continue regarding filters and assignments. 

Archives: With the retirement of Janet Ellis, we lost our best advocate for storing the archives at 
Montana Audubon. Janet contacted a curator at the Montana Historical Society (MHS) to revisit the 
idea of donating our archived material to them. Jeff gave a brief summary of what would be involved 
in transferring our archives to the MHS for permanent storage and then called for a vote to do so. 
Motion passed unanimously.

Action items: As always, Jeff will contact each observer who submitted a report to inform them of the 
voting outcome and will make sure that hard copies of reports and photos will be archived. Jeff also 
will send an edited version of the 2018 spreadsheet to Bryce Maxell at the MNHP so that accepted 
records can appear in their MapViewer database. [NOTE: Jeff contacted all observers on 10 
October]

Adjournment: 16:20.

Our next meeting is tentatively set for Great Falls on Friday, 11 October 2019

Submitted by: Jeff Marks, Secretary, 10 October 2018


