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Tour Summary 
Our trip spanned latitudes from about 5° to 9.5°N and longitudes from about 3°W to the prime 
meridian. Weather was characterized by high cloud cover and haze, in part from Harmattan winds that 
blow from the northeast and carry particulates from the Sahara Desert. Temperatures were relatively 
pleasant as a result, and precipitation was almost nonexistent. Everyone stayed healthy, the AC on the 
bus functioned perfectly, the tropical fruits (i.e., bananas, mangos, papayas, and pineapples) that Paul 
and Jackson obtained from roadside sellers were exquisite and perfectly ripe, the meals and lodgings 
were passable, and the jokes from Jeff tolerable, for the most part. We detected 380 species of birds, 
including some that were heard but not seen. We did especially well with kingfishers, bee-eaters, 
greenbuls, and sunbirds. We observed 28 species of diurnal raptors, which is not a large number for this 
part of the world, but everyone was happy with the wonderful looks we obtained of species such as 
African Harrier-Hawk, African Cuckoo-Hawk, Hooded Vulture, White-headed Vulture, Bat Hawk (pair 
at nest!), Long-tailed Hawk, Red-chested Goshawk, Grasshopper Buzzard, African Hobby, and Lanner 
Falcon. We made little effort to pad the list by visiting wetlands and focused instead on the rather 
difficult-to-see denizens of the Upper Guinea rainforest for which Ghana is well known among savvy 
birders. That said, our visit to the dry savanna in and around Mole National Park far to the north was 
absolutely stunning, both for the birds and for the large mammals. Paul and Jackson were phenomenal 
guides. They knew the birds as well or better than any of us knew the birds of our home states, they 
were courteous and helpful at every turn, and they enhanced our collective experience immensely. 
 

Day 1 (12 January), Arrival in Ghana 
Jim Brown arrived in Accra a day early to acclimate to the time change, and the rest of us rendezvoused 
at Schiphol in Amsterdam, where we desperately warmed up our Old World birding skills by ticking off 
the Herring Gulls and Carrion Crows that frequented the tarmac and occasionally perched on the tail 
fins of jumbo jets. Upon arriving in Accra, we transferred to our bus for the 1-hour drive east to the 
Alexis Hotel near the Shai Hills, which would be our first birding destination in the morning. 
 

Day 2 (13 January), Shai Hills to Rainforest Lodge 
The Shai Hills Resource Reserve, which is characterized by sparsely treed grasslands and inselbergs, is 
one of Ghana’s 40 Important Bird Areas and provides a great introduction to West African birding. Here 
we had multiple looks at two primates, Green [Callithrix] Monkey and Olive Baboon, and also saw our 
first antelope, a single Kob. Bird highlights included Stone Partridge, African Cuckoo-Hawk, Bateleur, 
Guinea [Green] Turaco, Violet Turaco, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Green Wood Hoopoe, Yellow-fronted 
Tinkerbird, Vieillot’s Barbet, Gray Kestrel, Red-shouldered Cuckoo-Shrike, Flappet Lark, Brown 
Babbler, White-crowned [Mocking] Cliff-Chat, and Yellow-throated Longclaw.  
 
We returned to the Alexis Hotel for lunch and then headed west, sometimes in fairly heavy traffic, and 
stopped briefly at Sakumono Lagoon Protected Area on the coast just east of Accra. Here, the wetlands 
and associated grasslands just north of the busy highway along the Atlantic Ocean offered our first views 
of Squacco Heron, Western Marsh-Harrier, Spur-winged Lapwing, African Wattled Lapwing, Common 
Ringed Plover, African Jacana, Marsh Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, Little Stint, Collared Pratincole, 
Western Yellow Wagtail, and Plain-backed Pipit. At the bustling village of Mankessim just west of 
Accra, Dan spotted the first Lanner Falcon of the trip, and we got great looks at a perched Common 
Kestrel and observed at close range a small colony of Slender-billed Weavers that Jackson, Jeff, and Rich 
Lindie discovered here during Jeff’s first visit to Ghana in November 2016. After skirting the edge of 
Cape Coast and taking a hard right to the north, we arrived at Rainforest Lodge near the village of 
Jukwa, and just south of Kakum National Park, for the first of three nights at this location. 
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Day 3 (14 January), Kakum National Park 

The canopy walkway at Kakum National Park is among the highlights of any birding trip to Ghana. The 
walkways are anchored by circular platforms around six huge emergent trees, allowing birders to scope 
for wildlife from 40 m above the ground within the canopy of an old-growth rainforest. We visited the 
walkway twice today, starting in the early morning and returning after lunch until early evening. Here 
we saw the hind end of a Green Mamba that slithered through a tangle of vines more than 30 m above 
the ground, got brief looks at a Lesser Spot-nosed Monkey, and watched a Slender-tailed Squirrel as it 
scampered along a massive tree trunk. Far below us on the forest floor we heard Latham’s [Forest] 
Francolin, and at eye level some 100 m away we watched at length as an African Harrier-Hawk clung to 
a tree trunk and alternately thrust its head and feet into a natural cavity in search of prey. 
 

 
African Harrier-Hawk 40 m off the forest floor (Dan Casey photo) 

 
Also calling from the forest were Blue-spotted Wood-Doves, Blue-headed Wood-Doves, Tambourine 
Doves, and an African Emerald Cuckoo. From the canopy platforms we had our first distant looks at 
Yellow-billed Turacos and very satisfying views of African Cuckoo-Hawk, African Green Pigeon, Blue-
throated Roller, Fire-bellied Woodpecker, and several species of tinkerbirds and barbets. Fly-bys 
included Red-fronted Parrots, Rosy Bee-eaters, and Cassin’s Spinetails. Among the passerines seen in 
the canopy were Little Gray Flycatcher, Sabine’s Puffback, Black-winged Oriole, Velvet-mantled 
Drongo, Little Gray Greenbul, Ansorge’s Greenbul, Slender-billed Greenbul, Honeyguide Greenbul 
(stunning looks!), Green Crombec, Lemon-bellied Crombec, Chestnut-capped Flycatcher, Rufous-
crowned Eremomela, Violet-backed Hyliota, Violet-backed Starling, Chestnut-winged Starling, Little 
Green Sunbird, Blue-throated Brown Sunbird, Olive Sunbird, Collared Sunbird, Splendid Sunbird, 
Superb Sunbird, Red-headed Malimbe, Gray-headed Nigrita, and Yellow-mantled Weaver. 
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Canopy walkway and surrounding forest, Kakum National Park (Dan Casey photo) 

 
 
 
 

 
Canopy walkway, Kakum National Park (Dan Casey photo) 
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Honeyguide Greenbul from canopy platform, Kakum National Park (Dan Casey photo) 

 
In the morning and evening, heading to and returning from Kakum NP, we stopped at a side road to 
search for nightjars, where we managed several good looks of Long-tailed Nightjars and were treated to 
a Red-chested Goshawk soaring over our heads and calling. On the grounds of Rainforest Lodge some of 
us saw Northern Fiscal, Bronze Mannikin, Bar-breasted Firefinch, and Black-necked Weaver. 
 

Day 4 (15 January), Antwikwaa, Pra River, and Abrafo Forest 
We began the morning birding along the road near the park at Antwikwaa. A try for White-spotted 
Flufftail yielded two calling birds that we just could not coax into view. However, in the same area we 
got fleeting looks at two individuals of a very difficult species to see: Lowland Sooty Boubou. Other birds 
here included Didric Cuckoo, Klaas’s Cuckoo, a singing Blue-headed Coucal, African Pygmy Kingfisher, 
Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird, Buff-spotted Woodpecker, Gray Longbill, Red-faced Cisticola, Whistling 
Cisticola, Yellow-browned Camaroptera, Tessmann’s Flycatcher, Olive-bellied Sunbird, White-breasted 
Nigrita, and Orange-cheeked Waxbill. 
 
Later in the morning we drove a bit north and west of Kakum NP to the town of Twifo Praso, where we 
parked downstream from a bridge over the Pra (aka Praso) River. Our targets were two specialties that 
we were not likely to see anywhere else on the trip: Rock Pratincole and White-bibbed (White-throated 
Blue) Swallow. Luck was on our side, and we got decent looks at a minimum of five pratincoles and four 
swallows. A flock of Black-and-white Mannikins in a riverside thicket constituted a third trip species. 
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Rock Pratincoles perched on a rocky islet in the Pra River (Tom Franzen photo) 

 
We returned to Rainforest Lodge for lunch and a short siesta. Then, we set out for Abrafo [Ebekawopa] 
Forest along the western edge of Kakum NP. Here a passable dirt track skirts the edge of some beautiful 
forest on one side, and a cacao plantation and other croplands on the other. We encountered some 
exciting birds for the first time, the highlights by unanimous decree being a couple of Black Bee-eaters 
(which, sadly, a few people missed) and a displaying male Rufous-sided Broadbill that was perched in 
nearly the exact spot where Jeff and Jackson saw one in November 2016 (perhaps the same bird?). 
Other species added to the trip list at Abrafo were Black-throated Coucal (heard only), Levaillant’s 
Cuckoo, European Bee-eater (as always in West Africa, seen in flight high above us), Brown-crowned 
Tchagra, Blue-headed Crested Flycatcher (heard only), Swamp Palm Bulbul, the diminutive Tit Hylia, 
African Yellow White-eye, an exquisite male Buff-throated Sunbird, and Chestnut-breasted Nigrita. We 
looked for the large isolated snag in which Jeff and Jackson found a flock of Rosy Bee-eaters in 
November 2016 but found that it no longer existed.  We lingered until just after sunset in hopes of 
coaxing a Brown Nightjar from the forest interior but had no luck in doing so (as it turns out, we would 
miss this unique species for the trip). In the process, we heard the calls of a Demidoff’s Dwarf Galago 
and the blood-curdling screams of the Western Tree Hyrax. The latter species would disturb our sleep 
several nights later while we were in our tents at Ankasa! By day’s end our trip list was approaching 200 
bird species. We retired to Rainforest Lodge for the third night, eager to relax with a meal and a beer (or 
two) and to anticipate pushing farther west in the morning. 



Birding Ghana, Montana Bird Advocacy, January 2018, Page 7 

 

 
Rufous-sided Broadbill, Abrafo Forest (Rich Lindie photo) 

 

Day 5 (16 January), Abrafo Forest, Cape Coast, Nsuta Forest 
We began the morning with a brief stop at Abrafo Forest and then turned south to Cape Coast, where 
we took an emotional tour at one of the infamous “slave castles” perched above the ocean. After lunch 
at a Cape Coast restaurant, we continued west toward the D & A Guesthouse in Shama, where we spent 
the night. Along the way we stopped at a wetland and ticked White-faced Whistling-Duck, Little Grebe, 
Little Egret, Intermediate Egret, and Long-tailed [Reed] Cormorant, among other waterbirds. The main 
birding locale for the day was Nsuta Forest, which is little more than an hour north of Shama. The forest 
here is gorgeous, contains a large number of hard-to-find bird species, and is not birded nearly as hard 
as are better-known sites such as Kakum and Ankasa. Among the many species we encountered were 
Spot-breasted Ibis (which came in to a known roost at sundown), European Honey Buzzard, African 
Cuckoo-Hawk (4!), Long-tailed Hawk, Shikra, Western Bronze-naped Pigeon, Blue Malkoha 
[Yellowbill], African Emerald Cuckoo, Akun Eagle-Owl (spotlighted along the road between Nsuta and 
Shama), Broad-billed Roller, Forest Wood Hoopoe, African Pied Hornbill, Piping Hornbill, Speckled 
Tinkerbird, Red-rumped Tinkerbird, Yellow-billed Barbet, Cassin’s Honeybird, Melancholy [Gabon] 
Woodpecker, Fire-bellied Woodpecker, Gray Kestrel, African Hobby, West African [Chestnut] Wattle-
eye, Red-billed Helmetshrike, Red-bellied Paradise-Flycatcher, Plain Greenbul, Icterine Greenbul, 
Lesser Striped Swallow, Tit Hylia, Willow Warbler, Pale-breasted Illadopsis (heard only), Brown 
Illadopsis, Copper-tailed Starling, Splendid Starling, Fraser’s Forest Flycatcher, Green-headed Sunbird, 
Little Green Sunbird, Gray-chinned [Green] Sunbird, Olive Sunbird, Johanna’s Sunbird, Buff-throated 
Sunbird, Red-vented Malimbe, Gray-headed Nigrita, and Magpie Mannikin. We ended the day with a 
trip total of 216 bird species. 
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Red-rumped Tinkerbird (Tom Franzen photo) 

 

Day 6 (17 January), Nsuta Forest, Ebi River, & Half Assini to Ankasa Resource Reserve 
It was a big day bird-wise. After an early breakfast we returned to Nsuta Forest and then headed 
southwest to the Ebi River crossing and the village of Half Assini for two specialty sunbirds, stopping on 
the way at a small wetland called Awasi Joe for a few waterbirds and weavers. Among the many birds 
we found at Nsuta were Great Blue Turaco (heard only), Yellow-billed Turaco, Black Dwarf Hornbill 
(seen by only a few of us), Red-rumped Tinkerbird, Yellow-throated Tinkerbird, Hairy-breasted Barbet, 
the very-hard-to-find African Piculet, Forest Penduline Tit, Lemon-bellied Crombec, Sharpe’s Apalis, 
Rufous-crowned Eremomela, Fraser’s Forest Flycatcher, Ussher’s Flycatcher, Red-headed Malimbe, 
and White-breasted Nigrita. 
 
In the mangroves along the Ebi River we found our target, Reichenbach’s Sunbird, and also saw a 
Mangrove [Mouse-brown] Sunbird. In the wetland across the road Diane spotted a perched Giant 
Kingfisher and several African Pygmy Geese. We lucked into an adult and fully grown juvenile Allen’s 
Gallinule at Awasi Joe, plus saw Common Moorhens, Striated Herons, Squacco Herons, an African 
Darter, a Black Crake, African Jacanas, and a small colony of Orange Weavers. The highlight at Half 
Assini, which is just a stone’s throw from the Côte d’Ivoire border, was a small number of easily found 
Carmelite Sunbirds, including a nest from which a nearly fledged nestling inexplicably was dangling. We 
removed the bird and set it in the nest tree, although it was not clear that it would survive the ordeal. 
Leaving Half Assini, we drove the fairly short distance north to Ankasa, stopping at a small wetland 
where we saw more pygmy geese (in total, we saw nine pygmy-geese at three different wetlands today). 
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  Carmelite Sunbird, Half Assini (Tom Franzen photo) 

The Ankasa Resource Reserve and adjacent Nini-Suhien National Park to the north form the Ankasa 
Conservation Area, which protects 50,000 ha of tropical evergreen forest. The birdlife here is 
phenomenal, but most of the forest is inaccessible by road or trail. As we neared the entrance in the late 
afternoon, two Ahanta Francolins flew in front of us just outside the reserve boundary, providing a very 
unsatisfying glimpse of this hard-to-see species. We dropped our bags at the tents and then walked 
down to the bridge over the stream at the reserve’s entrance. Straight off we saw a Cassin’s Flycatcher 
actively hawking insects from a branch over the water; Green Hylias sang from the trees near the 
bridge. Moving to the small footbridge closer to camp, we found an African Finfoot that remained 
visible for more than 5 minutes before we lost it from view in the fading light. After dinner at camp, a 
pair of African Wood Owls began calling, and several of us got decent looks at one of them. 
 

                                      
                                                               Cassin’s Flycatcher, Ankasa Resource Reserve (Dan Casey photo) 
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Day 7 (18 January), Ankasa Resource Reserve 

Shortly after sunrise, we piled into two Land Rovers (the track being too wet, narrow, and rutted for our 
bus) and drove along the forest road to the power line cut, birded there for a bit, and then hiked to 
three ponds nestled in the forest along the trail. From the cut we were extremely lucky to see the only 
Hartlaub’s Duck of the trip, a flyby that emerged from the mist to provide decent views for those lucky 
enough to get on it quickly. Squads of White-throated Bee-eaters and Blue-throated Rollers perched on 
the high-tension lines, and Square-tailed Saw-wings foraged overhead. As we hiked down the track 
toward the ponds, a small group of Red-billed Helmetshrikes came into view in the canopy.  
 
Few birders could spend more than a day or two at Ankasa without the word “kingfisher” coming to 
mind. Simply put, Ankasa is a great place for three kingfishers that can be very difficult to encounter, 
Chocolate-backed, African Dwarf, and White-bellied, and today we got great looks at each of them, 
plus Blue-breasted, Woodland, and African Pygmy, for a six-kingfisher day. As a bonus, we saw an 
African Dwarf Crocodile at the same pond that yielded the White-bellied Kingfisher. 
 

 
Ankasa “kingfisher” pond (Dan Casey photo) 

 
Our first full day at Ankasa would have been brilliant even without the kingfishers. Here’s the list of 
birds encountered: Striated Heron, African Harrier-Hawk, Palm-nut Vulture, Congo Serpent-Eagle (seen 
poorly), Crowned Eagle (one by day, another by night; see below), White-spotted Flufftail (heard only), 
African Finfoot (at “pond 1” and thus a different bird from yesterday), Western Bronze-naped Pigeon, 
Tambourine Dove, Blue-headed Wood-Dove, African Green Pigeon, Great Blue Turaco, Yellow-billed 
Turaco, Black-throated Coucal (heard only), Blue Malkoha, Levaillant’s Cuckoo, Dusky Long-tailed 
Cuckoo (heard only), Olive Long-tailed Cuckoo (heard only), Black Cuckoo (heard only), African Wood 
Owl (in camp in A.M. and P.M.), Common Swift, Blue-throated Roller, Chocolate-backed Kingfisher, 
Blue-breasted Kingfisher, Woodland Kingfisher, African Dwarf Kingfisher, African Pygmy Kingfisher, 
White-bellied Kingfisher, Black Bee-eater (leader only), White-throated Bee-eater, African Pied 
Hornbill, Piping Hornbill, Speckled Tinkerbird, Red-rumped Tinkerbird (heard only), Brown-eared 
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Woodpecker, Melancholy [Gabon] Woodpecker, Fire-bellied Woodpecker, Gray Parrot, West African 
[Chestnut] Wattle-eye, Red-billed Helmetshrike, Blue Cuckooshrike, Western Black-headed Oriole, 
Shining Drongo, Blue-headed Crested Flycatcher (heard only), Red-bellied Paradise-Flycatcher (heard 
only), Western Nicator, Slender-billed Greenbul, Little Greenbul (heard only), Ansorge’s Greenbul, 
Swamp Palm Bulbul, Icterine Greenbul, Yellow-bearded Greenbul, Western Bearded Greenbul, Gray-
headed Bristlebill (heard only), Red-tailed Greenbul (heard only), Square-tailed Saw-wing, Gray 
Longbill, Green Hylia, Black-capped Apalis (leader only), Pale-breasted Illadopsis (heard only), Copper-
tailed Starling, Fraser’s Forest Flycatcher, Cassin’s Flycatcher, Dusky-blue Flycatcher, Ussher’s 
Flycatcher, Forest Robin, Fraser’s Sunbird, Collared Sunbird, Blue-throated Brown Sunbird, Olive 
Sunbird, Red-vented Malimbe, Blue-billed Malimbe, Crested Malimbe, and Chestnut-breasted Nigrita, 
for a trip total of 257 species.  
 
As we returned to camp in the dark, we saw a Gambian Rat in the headlights and soon thereafter 
flushed from the road a large raptor that at first we thought was an owl. When we reached the place 
where the bird flushed, however, we found a freshly killed adult Lesser Spot-nosed Monkey. The 
monkey had obvious wounds from a raptor’s talons, and the only raptor species capable of making such 
a kill was the Crowned Eagle. Other monkey-eating eagles (e.g., Martial Eagle) do not occur here, and 
the local eagle-owls, Akun and Fraser’s, are fairly small members of the genus Bubo that feed primarily 
on insects and other invertebrates. My guess is that the eagle killed the monkey at dusk and then 
remained to feed on it after sundown, perhaps intending to roost in a nearby tree after finishing its meal 
well into the night. That’s my story, anyway, and I’m sticking to it! 
 

 
Freshly killed Lesser Spot-nosed Monkey, Ankasa Resource Reserve (Dan Casey photo) 
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White-bellied Kingfisher, Ankasa Resource Reserve (Rich Lindie photo) 

 
 

Day 8 (19 January), Ankasa to Rainforest Lodge 

We have passed the half-way point of the trip, but many great birds remain in store for us! (As an aside, 
today is my son Pel’s 15th birthday.) We began with a drive up the forest road toward the power line cut 
but had to turn back because a large tree had fallen across the road during the night. The drive was not 
without its rewards, however, because during several stops we managed to obtain decent looks at a 
Least Honeyguide, Brown-eared Woodpecker, and Tiny Sunbird. As an alternative to the power line cut, 
we hiked along a short loop trail through the forest that began close to the park’s entrance gate. We 
tended to hear more than we saw, the list of heard-only species including Tambourine Dove, Olive 
Long-tailed Cuckoo, Chocolate-backed Kingfisher, Hairy-breasted Barbet, Gray Longbill, Forest Robin, 
and the near ubiquitous forest-denizen, the Yellow-whiskered Greenbul (which Jeff renamed “Bastard 
Greenbul” because it is nearly impossible to see). But we did manage to observe another displaying 
Rufous-sided Broadbill, and we got frustratingly brief views of a White-crested Hornbill. 
 
After returning to camp for lunch and to pack our bags, we left Ankasa for another night at Rainforest 
Lodge. Along the way we made a prolonged stop to bird the palm savanna along Brenu Beach Road, our 
target here being the Marsh Tchagra. Although we failed to find the tchagra, we obtained stunning 
views of a male Splendid Sunbird foraging in a flowering tree next to the road and also had great looks 
at a male Western Marsh Harrier, Western Gray Plaintain-eater, Senegal Coucal, African Gray Hornbill, 
African Hobby, Yellow-crowned Gonolek, Short-winged [Siffling] Cisticola, Whinchat, Black-necked 
Weaver, and Vieillot’s Black Weaver. 
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Male Splendid Sunbird, Brenu Beach Road (Dan Casey photo) 

 

Day 9 (20 January), Kakum to Kumasi, including Bonkro for Picathartes 
In the morning we birded along the Gyaaware Road near Kakum NP. The mix of species encountered 
here and along the road from Rainforest Lodge included African Harrier-Hawk, Red-chested Goshawk, 
Hooded Vulture, Yellow-billed Kite, White-spotted Flufftail (it was frustrating to have two birds calling 
very close that were invisible to most of us), African Palm Swift, Common Swift, Ethiopian Swallow, 
Lesser Striped Swallow, Mosque Swallow, Red-faced Cisticola, Puvel’s Illadopsis, Violet-backed 
Starling, and Village Weaver. 
 
After lunch on the road, we arrived in the village of Bonkro, which has become famous for its nearby 
nesting colonies of White-necked Rockfowl (also known as Yellow-headed Picathartes). These bizarre 
passerines have a restricted distribution in West Africa from Guinea to Ghana and are classified as 
Vulnerable by BirdLife International owing to a global population estimate of fewer than 10,000 
individuals and declining numbers throughout the species’ range. The forested hills surrounding Bonkro 
are one of the best places in the world to observe them. The villagers are very proud of their birds, and 
with the help of Ashanti African Tours, they have taken steps to protect them. The birds breed during 
the wet season in small colonies and build their mud nests on rock outcrops that are surrounded by 
forest. Fortunately for birders, some individuals visit colony sites year-round, the birds typically arriving 
at the rock outcrop shortly before sundown. The folks at Ashanti African Tours have built comfortable 
wooden benches at two of the colonies, and after a hike of some 3 km, we arrived at our viewing site at 
15:08, nearly two hours before a single rockfowl arrived and provided great looks for all of us for some 
six minutes before flying off. Phew! Mission accomplished. Among the species heard but not seen during 
the long wait at the colony were Gray Parrot, Fire-bellied Woodpecker, and Rufous-sided Broadbill. 
During the hike out from the viewing site we were fortunate to see another iconic African species, the 
Black-and-white Shrike-Flycatcher. 
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Waiting for Picathartes (Dan Casey photo) 

 

 
White-necked Rockfowl near Bonkro (Rich Lindie photo) 

 



Birding Ghana, Montana Bird Advocacy, January 2018, Page 15 

 

Day 10 (21 January), Kumasi to Mole National Park 
Along the road north of Kumasi we stopped for a couple of hours to bird in the savanna forest near 
Offinso and then crossed the Black Volta River en route to Mole National Park. At Offinso, we had 
wonderful looks at a pair of Double-toothed Barbets and also saw Bruce’s Green Pigeon, Buff-spotted 
Woodpecker, Gray-backed Camaroptera, Senegal Eremomela, Spotted Flycatcher, and European Pied 
Flycatcher. 
 
Although we were striving to make good time during the long drive, we couldn’t help stopping a few 
times to scope a couple of Dark Chanting Goshawks that were perched on utility towers and to glass 
some of the many Grasshopper Buzzards that were perched or flying overhead along the highway. 
Indeed, it was difficult to keep track of the number of Grasshopper Buzzards we encountered, which 
numbered at least 50, far more than Jeff had ever seen in one day during his many trips to The Gambia. 
We also obtained a good look at a Booted Eagle and a fly-by Speckled Pigeon, the latter occurring south 
of its normal range up near the border with Burkina Faso. Other species seen during the drive included 
Shikra, good numbers of the ever-present Yellow-billed Kite, Laughing Dove, Blue-bellied Roller, 
Abyssinian Roller, Woodland Kingfisher, Gray Kestrel, Common Kestrel, African Hobby, Lanner Falcon, 
Piapiac, Pied Crow, and Wire-tailed Swallow. At a roadside pond we added Hamerkop, Red-billed 
Quelea, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu, Black-rumped Waxbill, Black-and-white Mannikin, African Pied 
Wagtail, and Yellow-fronted Canary to the day’s list. 
 
 

 
Grasshopper Buzzard, The Gambia, 2011 (Ed Harper photo) 
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We arrived at Mole National Park in the late afternoon, checked into our hotel, and relaxed with beers 
at the poolside terrace overlooking a series of water holes below us. A Common Warthog wandered 
past the pool less than 10 m from us, and Red-throated Bee-eaters sallied out for insect prey from their 
perches in the nearby trees. Far enough away to make viewing difficult in the fading light, in the spotting 
scopes we were able to identify a small flock of Helmeted Guineafowl and a smattering of waterbirds 
that included Senegal Thick-knee, Black-crowned Night-Heron, and African Jacana. 
 
 

 
Poolside viewing, Mole National Park (Dan Casey photo) 

 
 

Day 11 (22 January), Mole National Park 
Mole National Park presented a stark contrast to the climate, landscapes, and avifauna we experienced 
in the southern part of the country. It is hotter, drier, and characterized by dense savanna forest and a 
very different suite of birds and mammals than occurs in the mature Upper Guinea forest to which we 
became accustomed during the past week and a half. Much of the savanna had recently burned, which 
resulted in sparse ground cover in many areas. Most of the mammals that we encountered were new 
for the trip. In addition to the aforementioned warthog, among the mammals we saw over the next 
three days were Marsh Mongoose, West African Large-spotted Genet, Hartebeest, Red-flanked Duiker, 
Roan Antelope, Waterbuck, Kob, Oribi, Bushbuck, African Savanna Hare, Patas Monkey, Northern 
Lesser Gallago, and the magnificent African Elephant. Accompanied by Abdulai and his .375 H & H 
magnum rifle, we were free to walk wherever we wanted, including a spot where a bull elephant passed 
within 50 m of us without incident.  
 
And the birds! New for the trip were Black Stork, Wooly-necked Stork, Hadada Ibis, White-backed 
Vulture, Greater Painted Snipe, Four-banded Sandgrouse, African Scops-Owl, Grayish Eagle-Owl, 
Standard-winged Nightjar (alas, a female without the “standards”), Gray-headed Kingfisher, 
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                                                                              Trusty Abdulai and an African Elephant, Mole National Park (Jeff Marks photo) 

 
 

     
                          Gray-headed Kingfisher, Mole National Park (Dan Casey photo) 



Birding Ghana, Montana Bird Advocacy, January 2018, Page 18 

 

Black Scimitarbill, Northern Red-billed Hornbill, Fine-spotted Woodpecker, African Gray Woodpecker, 
Rose-ringed Parakeet, White-breasted Cuckooshrike, African Golden Oriole, White-shouldered Black 
Tit, Sun Lark, White-crowned Robin-Chat, Pygmy Sunbird, Western Violet-backed Sunbird, Scarlet-
chested Sunbird, Beautiful Sunbird, Copper Sunbird, Little Weaver, Red-winged Pytilia, Red-billed 
Firefinch, Black-faced Firefinch, Wilson’s Indigobird, Togo Paradise Whydah, Tree Pipit, and Goslings’s 
[Cinnamon-breasted Rock] Bunting. We looked unsuccessfully for Forbes’s Plover in patches of sparse 
grass cover surrounded by forest, which was the same habitat where the Sun Larks occurred. 
 

 
Greater Painted Snipe, Mole National Park (Dan Casey photo) 

 

Day 12 (23 January), Mole National Park and White Nile at Daboya 

In the morning we birded along the abandoned airstrip and at Mognori and the nearby river. After lunch 
we drove east and north to Daboya on the White Volta to look for Egyptian Plovers. We returned to the 
airstrip after sundown to look for owls and nightjars. The day’s bird list was amazing: Stone Partridge, 
White-throated Francolin (near airstrip), Double-spurred Francolin, Squacco Heron, Cattle Egret, Gray 
Heron, African Harrier-Hawk, Hooded Vulture, White-headed Vulture, White-backed Vulture, 
Bateleur, Lizard Buzzard, Shikra, Yellow-billed Kite, Grasshopper Buzzard, Red-necked Buzzard, White-
crowned Lapwing, African Wattled Lapwing, Egyptian Plover (4), African Jacana, Common Sandpiper, 
Rock Pigeon, Red-eyed Dove, Vinaceous Dove, Laughing Dove, Black-billed Wood-Dove, Namaqua 
Dove, Bruce’s Green Pigeon, Violet Turaco, Western Gray Plantain-eater, Senegal Coucal, Northern 
White-faced Owl (2 along airstrip at night), African Palm Swift, Rufous-crowned [Purple] Roller, 
Abyssinian Roller, Striped Kingfisher, Blue-breasted Kingfisher, Malachite Kingfisher, Shining-blue 
Kingfisher, Giant Kingfisher, Pied Kingfisher, Red-throated Bee-eater, Northern Carmine Bee-eater, 
Green Wood Hoopoe, Northern Red-billed Hornbill, African Gray Hornbill, Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, 
Vieillot’s Barbet, Bearded Barbet, Greater Honeyguide, Brown-backed Woodpecker, Gray Kestrel, 
African Hobby, Lanner Falcon, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Senegal Batis, Common Wattle-eye, Black-
crowned Tchagra, Northern Puffback, Yellow-crowned Gonolek, Brubru, Yellow-billed Shrike, African 
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Golden Oriole, Square-tailed Drongo, Fork-tailed Drongo, African Paradise-Flycatcher (white morph 
male!), White-shouldered Black Tit, Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark, Common Bulbul, Barn Swallow, 
Ethiopian Swallow, Wire-tailed Swallow, West African [Red-rumped] Swallow, Northern Crombec, 
Red-faced Cisticola, Rufous Cisticola, Tawny-flanked Prinia, Red-winged Warbler, Gray-backed 
Camaroptera, Senegal Eremomela, Lesser Blue-eared Starling, Purple Starling, Northern Black 
Flycatcher, European Pied Flycatcher, Pygmy Sunbird, Scarlet-chested Sunbird, Beautiful Sunbird, 
Chestnut-crowned Sparrow-Weaver, Northern Gray-headed Sparrow, Bush Petronia, Red-billed 
Firefinch, Yellow-fronted Canary, and Brown-rumped Bunting, for a trip total of 366 bird species. 
 

 
Egyptian Plover on the White Volta River (Rich Lindie photo) 

 

Day 13 (24 January), Mole National Park and return to Kumasi 
We first returned to the Forbes’s Plover area. After searching diligently for more than an hour, we gave 
up and considered heading back to the lodge for lunch. But a quick search of another patch of proper 
habitat paid off, and we found a single bird that everyone saw in flight but only a few saw on the 
ground. On the way back to the lodge, three more Forbes’s Plovers appeared along the road, yielding 
great looks for everyone. Other stellar birds for the morning included Stone Partridge, White-headed 
Vulture, African Fish-Eagle, Greater Painted Snipe, Pearl-spotted Owlet, Gray-headed Kingfisher, 
Northern Carmine Bee-eater, White-crested Helmetshrike, and White-breasted Cuckooshrike. We also 
had great looks at Roan Antelope, Hartebeest, and Waterbucks. After we ate lunch and packed up, we 
stopped briefly at the historic Larabanga mosque, which is also a great place to see Red-chested 
Swallows. We then embarked on the longish ride back to Kumasi. During the drive we saw a nice mix of 
raptors that included Hooded Vulture, Bateleur, Lizard Buzzard, Dark Chanting Goshawk, Red-chested 
Goshawk, Shikra, Grasshopper Buzzard, and of course the ever-present Yellow-billed Kite. 
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                              Roan Antelope, Mole National Park (Dan Casey photo) 
 
 

            
                                                                                                       White-headed Vulture, Mole National Park (Dan Casey photo) 
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Pied Kingfisher (Steve Feiner photo) 

 

Day 14 (25 January), Kumasi to Old Tafo, with visit to Bobiri Forest 
Our first stop after leaving the hotel at Kumasi was Bobiri Forest some 25 km from the city. Bobiri is 
well known as a sanctuary for about 400 species of butterflies. It contains a large tract of mature 
rainforest with towering trees and lots of great birds. We had decent looks at Gray Parrots, a Black 
Dwarf Hornbill, Red-billed Dwarf Hornbills, a Narina Trogon, and a pair of hard-to-see Black-throated 
Coucals that were foraging along the road in plain view. Other birds that we saw well included Cassin’s 
Honeybird, Red-billed Helmetshrike, Black-winged Oriole, Little Gray Greenbul, Gray Longbill, Green 
Crombec, Chestnut-capped Flycatcher, Collared Sunbird, and Olive-bellied Sunbird. On the heard-only 
list we encountered Blue Malkoha, Didric Cuckoo, Klaas’s Cuckoo, Forest Wood Hoopoe, African 
Piculet, Blue Cuckooshrike, Western Nicator, Olive-green Camaroptera, and Brown Illadopsis.  
 
During the drive to our hotel we saw lots of “bush meat” along the roadside, with various species of 
native rats, civets, and hares among the mammals being offered up for human consumption. Perhaps 
the most disturbing sights were the three live White-bellied Pangolins for sale by poachers. This species 
is globally imperiled and is listed as Vulnerable by the IUCN. For better or for worse, we dickered with 
one poacher and bought the pangolin for the equivalent of 20 USD. Jeff and Jackson later released it in 
the forest about 30 km down the road from where we obtained it. 
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                                                                                           Poacher with White-bellied Pangolin (Jeff Marks photo) 
 
 
After lunch at a roadside restaurant, we checked into our hotel, the Nelsban Palace at Old Tafo. Shortly 
before we arrived at the hotel, we stopped along the road to observe a huge snag that was covered with 
several thousand roosting Straw-colored Fruit Bats, which, it turns out, often select roosting sites in 
large dead trees near human habitation, for reasons unknown. Before dinner we drove out along the 
rather dusty Atewa Farm-Bush Road, which runs through agricultural land with scattered trees on the 
plains below the Atewa Range. Without question, the highlight of this evening’s birding was the pair of 
Bat Hawks at a nest some 250 m from the road. During the 30+ minutes that we scoped the nest, we 
saw an adult that appeared to be incubating leave the nest and be replaced by the other adult that was 
roosting in the nest tree. We also had great looks at a Blue-headed Coucal, several Naked-faced Barbets 
at a nest (they are group breeders), Vieillot’s Barbet, a Simple Greenbul, and groups of Village Weavers 
and Vieillot’s Black Weavers that were busily adding strips of grass to their nests. Jeff also got a brief 
but excellent view of a Shining-blue Kingfisher that flew down the creek. 
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Bat Hawk, Mozambique (Paul van Giersbergen photo) 

 

Day 15 (26 January), Atewa Range and return to Accra and Home 

In the morning we drove to the trailhead for a hike to a ridgeline at 700 m elevation in the Atewa Range. 
Our target bird was the Blue-moustached [headed] Bee-eater, which is a Near Threatened West African 
endemic with a restricted range in Ghana. The longish hike on a gently sloping trail was full of birds, 
although we failed to find the bee-eater at the “regular” spots for it. We had a frustrating glimpse of 
another White-crested Hornbill but decent looks at Blue Malkoha, Klaas’s Cuckoo, African Emerald 
Cuckoo, Forest Wood Hoopoe, Melancholy [Gabon] Woodpecker, Shining Drongo, Golden Greenbul, 
Honeyguide Greenbul, Gray Longbill, Black-capped Apalis, Fraser’s Forest Flycatcher, Gray-throated 
Tit-Flycatcher, Ussher’s Flycatcher, Little Green Sunbird, Gray-chinned [Green] Sunbird, Maxwell’s 
Black Weaver, Red-headed Malimbe, and Chestnut-breasted Nigrita, among other things. Because we  
remained focused on finding the bee-eater, many birds were heard but not seen, such as Western 
Bronze-naped Pigeon, Yellow-billed Barbet, Sabine’s Puffback, Purple-throated Cuckooshrike, Western 
Nicator, Blue-headed Crested Flycatcher, Western Bearded Greenbul, Red-tailed Greenbul, Kemp’s 
Longbill, and Finsch’s Rufous [Flycatcher] Thrush. Just when we thought all was lost with regard to our 
target bird, Paul and Jackson heard it, much lower on the trail than it is normally found. Moments later, 
we got great looks at not one, but two Blue-moustached Bee-eaters! We had a lovely buffet lunch, 
which included celebratory beers, back at Nelsban Palace, and then packed up for the return trip to 
Accra. Dinner at a restaurant near the airport followed, and then we boarded our late-evening flight for 
the first leg of our return home. 
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Male Vieillot’s Black Weaver at nest (Bob Jones photo) 

 
Our trip list ended at 380 bird species, of which eleven were heard only: Latham’s [Forest] Francolin, 
Dusky Long-tailed Cuckoo, Olive Long-tailed Cuckoo, Black Cuckoo, Blue-headed Crested Flycatcher, 
Yellow-whiskered Greenbul, Red-tailed Greenbul, Kemp’s Longbill, Olive-green Camaroptera, Pale-
billed Illadopsis, and Finsch’s Rufous Thrush.  
 
It was hard to choose a “best bird” of the trip. Among the candidates were Spot-breasted Ibis, Bat 
Hawk, Long-tailed Hawk, African Harrier Hawk (for its interesting behavior!), Greater Painted Snipe, 
Great Blue Turaco, African Dwarf Kingfisher, Black Bee-eater, Rufous-sided Broadbill, White-necked 
Rockfowl, Red-billed Helmetshrike, Splendid Sunbird, and Black-faced Firefinch. I was very pleased 
with the trip in general and thank everyone for participating. Thanks, too, to those whose photos grace 
this report: Dan Casey, Bob Jones, Steve Feiner, Rich Lindie, Tom Franzen, Ed Harper, and Paul van 
Giersbergen. 
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Jackson Owusu with pangolin (Jeff Marks photo)                                                    Paul Mensah (Dan Casey photo) 

 

 

                           
  Blue Malkoha (Jeff Marks photo) 


